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pass of less than five hundred pages a, complete exposition of the 
principles which govern the contractual obligation from its begin- 
ning to its end, to have shown how a contract is made, what is 
necessary to make it binding, whom it may affect, how it may be 
interpreted, and how it may be discharged, was to accomplish a 
task, which, we venture to assert, has not been equally well done in 
any other branch of the law. 

But of necessity, since it is an English work the American stu- 
dent naturally desires annotations of the cases of his own country, 
and it is matter of congratulation to us that in this present edition 
we have them from a man of no less reputation and experience 
than Professor Huffcut. He has recognized the fact that the orig- 
inal text was not intended to be a digest of cases but a concise 
exposition of legal principles, and has therefore cited but few, and 
yet the most important cases. 

The book has already made for itself a reputation and with this 
present American edition it cannot but continue to grow in favor 
with law students of this country. B. F. P. 



A Treatise on Extraordinary Legal Remedies, Embracing 
Mandamus, Quo Warranto and Prohibition. By James L. 
High. Third Edition. Chicago : Callahan & Co. 1896. 

The first edition of this work was published in 1874, the second 
in 1884, and now, twelve years later, we have the third edition. 
In this interval there have appeared, Mr. High states in the preface, 
nearly twelve hundred decisions upon the topics of which he treats, 
thus necessitating "a thorough revision of the entire work." 

The plan upon which Mr. High proceeds in this work is to state the 
principles which he has gathered from the decisions, at the begin- 
ning of each chapter and subdivision, and then to illustrate and 
support such principles by statements of actual decisions digested 
from the cases. This, for example, the headings for the first divi- 
sion of the second chapter will illustrate. Almost every separate 
section exhibits the same method : they begin with a statement of 
a principle, they end with an abstract of the cases illustrating it. 

The labor expended has evidently been painstaking, thorough 
and able. There has been no attempt to collect and state a vast 
number of cases, with a superficial and indefinite statement of the 
conclusions to be drawn therefrom. On the contrary, it is evident 
that Mr. High has first mastered the principles upon the subjects of 
which he treats, and then has stated those principles clearly and 
exactly. We have, therefore, his conclusions and cases illustrative 
of their meaning ; we are not shown the processes of reasoning by 
which he arrived at them. 

With these facts concerning the work in one's mind, it is inter- 
esting to note just what have been the changes made in the second 
and third editions. Two thousand decisions have, as Mr. High 
states, been rendered since the first edition. This number is 
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greater than the total number of decisions considered in that first 
edition'; yet the changes in the statement of the principles are 
almost none. Large additions have been made to the portions 
containing abstract of cases, made to serve as illustrations, and 
it is in this respect only (excepting an improvement in the 
already full and well-arranged index) that the second and third 
editions differ from the first. 

The explanation of this fact is, either that Mr. High did his 
work so well that his conclusions have stood without modification 
or need of re-statement the test of over twenty years' development 
of the law, or that his method, and consequently the present work 
in its third edition, lack in flexibility. One may venture to think 
that these two explanations are each partially applicable, although 
it is true that in the law on procedure one may expect to meet with 
less material changes (apart from statutory enactments) than in the 
substantive law. 

Charles H. Burr, Jr. 



A Treatise on Disputed Handwriting and the Determina- 
tion of Genuine From Forged Signatures. By William E. 
Hagan, Expert in Handwriting. New York and Albany : 
Banks & Bros. 1894. 

The purpose of this treatise is to prepare the practicing lawyer to 
try any case in which questions arise as to the genuineness of 
handwriting, age of documents, etc. It is a volume of about three 
hundred pages, divided into an introduction and nine chapters. 
The writer undertakes to demonstrate that to detect really clever 
forgery microscopic tests are needed, and that,, owing to the mus- 
cular co-ordination peculiar to each individual, such tests infallibly 
reveal the true writer.. He has shown how these personal character- 
istics are disclosed and the method of analysis used to detect and 
prove them. The seventh chapter deals with lead pencil writing 
and the succeeding one with the various kinds of ink that have 
been and are in use, showing how they are affected by time, 
moisture, etc., and the manner of testing them. Sixty-eight pages 
are devoted to causes cilibres in which the principles and experi- 
ments discussed by the author were applied. The book contains 
much valuable information and seems well adapted to its purpose. 
The style, however, is diffuse and often inaccurate, and it is to be 
regretted that the writer has indulged in so much repetition . 

A. G. D. 



A Digest of Insurance Cases. Vol. VIII. By John A. Finch, 
of the Indianapolis Bar. Indianapolis and Kansas City : The 
Bowen-Merrill Co. 1896. 

This volume contains the epitome of some 702 cases affecting 
insurance companies and their contracts, decided during the year 
ending October 31, 1895. The cases have been separated by the 



